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MARKET REPORT 
The Australian stock market fell 1.31 percent on Thursday March 12, 2026, with the 
ASX200 down 114.5 points to 8,629.0 points. 
 
Eleven of the Biotech Daily Top 40 companies were up, 24 fell, four traded unchanged 
and one was untraded. All four Big Caps were down. 
 
Compumedics was the best, up two cents or 6.7 percent to 32 cents, with 30,528 shares 
traded. Adheris, Optiscan and Telix climbed more than four percent; Cyclopharm, Dimerix 
and Resonance rose more than two percent; Clinuvel, Medical Developments and 
Proteomics were up one percent or more; with Orthocell up by 0.6 percent. 
 
Impedimed led the falls, down 0.1 cents or 5.9 percent to 1.6 cents, with 2.5 million shares 
traded; followed by Avita, down 5.1 percent to $1.30, with 209,302 shares traded. 
 
Amplia, Clarity, Imricor, Lumos and Neuren fell more than four percent; 4D Medical, 
Botanix, Nova Eye, Paradigm, Resmed and Syntara lost more than three percent; 
Actinogen, Cochlear, Cynata, Mesoblast, Micro-X, Nanosonics, Pro Medicus and 
Starpharma shed more than two percent; Alcidion, CSL, Curvebeam, Polynovo and 
Prescient were down one percent or more; with Emvision and SDI down by less than one 
percent. 



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
The Federal Government says it has awarded $66 million in grants to fund cooperative 
research, with $11.5 million for biotechnology and medical technology projects. 
A joint media release from the Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science Senator Tim 
Ayres and Canberra MHR Alicia Payne said the grants were awarded through the 
Cooperative Research Centres Projects (CRC-P) and strengthened partnerships between 
science, research and commercialization to boost productivity and sustainability. 
The Federal Government said Round 18 awarded $3,000,000 to Oncores, Clinipath 
Pathology, Medlogical Innovations and the University of Western Australia to “translate 
and extend Oncores’s quantitative micro-elastography (QME) imaging platform to treat 
prostate cancer, developing new products that enable complete prostate cancer clearance 
and preserve nerve tissue and patient function”. 
The Government said $3,000,000 was awarded to Nutromics, ATA Scientific, Global Life 
Sciences Solutions, Robert Bosch, Tecan Australia, the University of Sydney and the 
University of New South Wales to develop a management micro-needle patch for early 
identification and monitoring of sepsis infection. 
The Federal Government said $2,522,496 had been awarded for point-of-care testing for 
viral and bacterial eye infections led by Zip Diagnostics and Acuity Eyecare; with 
$2,948,700 to the Australian Institute of Robotic Orthopaedics for an autonomous, artificial 
intelligence (A.I.) robotic surgical laser. 
The Government said that in 2025 it released the National A.I. Plan to build an economy 
that harnessed “the full potential of artificial intelligence for the benefit of all Australians”. 
The Federal Government said Round 19 of the CRC-P grants program opened on March 
18, 2026, with partnerships able to apply for up-to $3 million for projects with a focus on 
A.I. that developed or enhanced A.I. systems and technologies. 
The Government said a key aspect of its National A.I. Plan was “to support the growth and 
commercialization of A.I. solutions made in Australia [and] the launch of the A.I. 
Accelerator CRC-P Round 19 will help turn innovative Aussie ideas from local businesses 
and researchers into real-world solutions”. 
The media release said the National A.I. Plan complemented “the Government’s broader 
efforts to revitalize Australian industry, create high-value jobs and ensure that the benefits 
of technological progress are realized here at home”. 
Senator Ayres said he was “pleased to announce a further $66 million in grants to support 
another 27 outstanding projects and enable them to continue to progress towards 
commercialization”. 
“The CRC Program was launched by the … Government in 1990 and has gone on to 
support the growth and commercialisation of technologies, products and services across a 
range of sectors and industries, including agriculture, clean technology, infrastructure, 
mining, manufacturing, and health,” Senators Ayres said. 
“The CRC-P program is bringing industry and the research sector together to accelerate 
the development of home-grown solutions to big challenges, create new skilled jobs and 
grow Australia’s economy for a Future Made in Australia,” Senators Ayres said. 
Assistant Minister for Science, Technology and the Digital Economy Andrew Charlton said 
that “unlocking the benefits of technology for Australia means backing Australian 
innovators and workers”. 
“These projects enable more Australian companies to collaborate with researchers to 
create Australian solutions,” Mr Charlton said. 
“This is an important part of ensuring technology works for Australians, creating secure, 
high paying jobs in areas aligned with national priorities,” Mr Charlton said. 
For the full list of Round 18 CRC-P recipients go to: www.business.gov.au/crc-p. 

http://www.business.gov.au/crc-p


MONASH UNIVERSITY, MONASH INSTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES  
Monash University says it has been awarded up-to $22.4 million to develop medicines for 
reversing poor lymphatic vessel contraction and transport function. 
Monash University said the five-year project with Columbia’s University of Missouri and 
Philadelphia’s University of Pennsylvania had been awarded the funding from the US 
Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H). 
The University said the funding was part of ARPA-H’s Groundbreaking Lymphatic 
Interventions and Drug Exploration (Glide) program aimed to transform how primary 
lymphatic diseases and common chronic diseases were treated by developing therapies 
that alleviate, repair or regenerate dysfunctional lymphatic vascular systems. 
Monash University said it would develop “the first oral medicines specifically designed to 
restore natural lymphatic pumping and transport function using a highly selective and 
tunable molecular mechanism”. 
The University said the approach was pioneered by researchers at the Monash Institute of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences (MIPS) and could “lead to safer, more selective and more 
effective medicines acting where and when they are needed, in the right tissue type, while 
avoiding side-effects in the rest of the body”. 
Monash University said the researchers would use “a new model in drug design that has 
never been applied to lymphatic biology, designing molecules that target ‘allosteric’ 
binding sites on a specific class of receptor protein found on lymphatic vessels, known as 
muscarinic acetylcholine receptors”. 
The University said ‘allosteric’ drug binding sites acted “on the target protein similar to a 
precisely tuned valve or dimmer switch, rather than traditional drugs that activate or block 
proteins by targeting a simple on-off switch”. 
Monash University said the unique features of the allosteric mechanism would allow “the 
medicines to re-set the lymphatic system to healthy levels of functionality, without hitting 
similar proteins in other parts of the body”. 
The University said the impact of the research extended to the treatment of both common 
and rare conditions including rheumatoid arthritis, juvenile idiopathic arthritis, secondary 
lymphoedema and primary lymphoedema, with the potential to treat other lymphatic 
diseases. 
 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
The University of Queensland says pregnant women could take a probiotic or be screened 
for specific anti-bodies to prevent newborn babies contracting sepsis. 
The University of Queensland said a study of 100 newborn babies, with Ohio’s Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center showed that babies who developed sepsis lacked 
antibodies targeting the Escherichia coli (E coli) bacteria. 
The University said the research, titled ‘Natural maternal immunity protects neonates from 
Escherichia coli sepsis’ was published in the peer-reviewed journal Nature with the full 
article available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-10225-z. 
The University’s Prof Mark Schembri said “despite decades of research it was still not fully 
understood why E coli caused sepsis in some babies but not others”. 
“We showed healthy babies possess protective anti-bodies against a major surface 
protein found in all E coli,” Prof Schembri said. 
“Conversely, babies that suffered sepsis had significantly reduced E coli-specific anti-
bodies with more than a 10-fold reduction,” Prof Schembri said. 
“Our findings offer exciting opportunities to detect or prevent sepsis in newborn babies,” 
Prof Schembri said. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-10225-z


OSTEOPORE 
Osteopore says it will distribute the Kaiseraugst, Switzerland-based DSM Firmenich’s 
injectable regenerative bone filler in South East Asia. 
Osteopore said the three-year, non-exclusive distribution agreement included Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-
Leste and Vietnam. 
The company said the product allowed for the treatment of various orthopaedic bone 
defects via a minimally invasive approach and its injectable nature allowed it to fill irregular 
sized bone gaps, which were common in trauma and reconstruction surgery. 
Osteopore said it would pay a “nominal fee … to DSM for support in product registration”, 
with a minimum order quantity applicable on a yearly basis. 
The company said it would begin product registration starting with Singapore, followed by 
expansion in other countries in-line with its commercial intent and objectives. 
Osteopore managing-director Dr Yujing Lim said the company’s “broader product strategy 
is in regenerative medicine”. 
“This product line aligns well with our commercial strategy, and we are keen to embark on 
the next steps and accelerate its introduction to the market,” Dr Lim said. 
“This product strengthens our product offering and allows us to further optimize our 
existing sales channels in Singapore and South East Asia”, Dr Lim said. 
Osteopore was unchanged at 0.8 cents with 24.2 million shares traded. 
 
 
ALTERITY THERAPEUTICS 
Alterity says it has established an unmarketable parcel sale facility for holders of shares 
worth less than $500 at the record date of March 9, 2026. 
Alterity said that an unmarketable parcel was 62,500 shares or fewer, based on the 0.8 
cent a share closing price at the record date, and that 59.2 percent of its 5,868 
shareholders at that time held unmarketable parcels. 
The company said the facility would give holders of an unmarketable parcel of shares the 
opportunity to sell their holding without incurring brokerage of handling costs which, in 
proportion to the value of their investment, may otherwise render a transaction of this size 
unattractive or uneconomic. 
Alterity said the facility would “reduce the expense and administration involved in 
maintaining shareholders with small shareholdings”. 
The company said holders of unmarketable parcels could opt out of the facility by 
completing a share retention form or buying more shares prior to the closing date of April 
24, 2026. 
Alterity was unchanged at 0.8 cents with 3.2 million shares traded. 
 
 
ACRUX 
Acrux says it has a $550,000 second loan from Sydney’s Radium Capital secured against 
its expected Federal Research and Development Tax Incentive. 
Last year, Acrux said it had a $400,000 loan from Radium at 17 percent interest a year, 
with funds to be used for product development and working capital (BD: Nov 13, 2025). 
Today, the company said the second loan was about 80 percent of its expected Research 
and Development Tax Incentive for the five months to February 28, 2026 and that the 
funds would be used to fund development of its hormone replacement therapy. 
Acrux said both loans were on the same terms. 
Acrux was up 0.1 cents or 8.3 percent to 1.3 cents. 



GENETIC SIGNATURES 
Asia Union Investments Pty Ltd says it has reduced its substantial shareholding in Genetic 
Signatures from 44,949,035 shares (19.84%) to 41,022,297 shares (18.06%). 
Sydney’s Asia Union said between March 6 and 11, 2026 it sold 3,926,738 shares for 
$336,617, or 8.6 cents a share. 
Genetic Signatures was up half a cent or six percent to 8.8 cents with 3.2 million shares 
traded. 
 
 
MESOBLAST 
Mesoblast says it has appointed Dr Teresa Montagut as head of clinical development and 
medical affairs, reporting to chief medical officer Dr Eric Rose. 
Mesoblast said Dr Montagut had “extensive experience in medical leadership and 
pharmaceutical development”, had been head of early pipeline studies in oncology and 
head of medical affairs at Regeneron and had led cancer immuno-therapy programs at 
Novartis, Genentech and Atara Biotherapeutics. 
The company said Dr Montagut held a Doctor of Medicine from Mexico City’s National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (Universidad Nacional Autónomade México) and a 
Doctor of Philosophy from Ithaca, New York’s Cornell University. 
Mesoblast said Dr Montagut would “play a critical role in unlocking the value of … [its] cell 
therapy programs in new paediatric and adult inflammatory conditions in partnership with 
investigators and key opinion leaders”. 
Mesoblast fell five cents or 2.3 percent to $2.14 with 3.8 million shares traded. 
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