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MARKET REPORT 
The Australian stock market fell 1.65 percent on Thursday March 19, 2026, with the 
ASX200 down 142.8 points to 8,497.8 points. Six of the Biotech Daily Top 40 companies 
were up, 23 fell, eight traded unchanged and three were untraded. The four Big Caps fell. 
 

Optiscan was the best, up 0.4 cents or 4.7 percent to 8.9 cents, with 121,627 shares 
traded. 4D Medical climbed 3.5 percent; Paradigm rose 2.0 percent; EBR and Medical 
Developments were up more than one percent; with Telix up by 0.2 percent. 
 

Imugene led the falls, down 2.5 cents or 14.3 percent to 15 cents, with 17.75 million 
shares traded. Cynata and Dimerix lost more than nine percent; Curvebeam fell 8.8 
percent; Lumos was down 7.0 percent; Avita, Botanix and Orthocell shed more than six 
percent; Actinogen and Prescient were down more than five percent; Proteomics fell 4.8 
percent; Clarity, Cochlear and Emvision were down more than three percent; Atomo, 
Clinuvel, CSL, Cyclopharm, Imricor, Polynovo and Pro Medicus shed two percent or more; 
with Compumedics, Immutep, Mesoblast, Nanosonics, Neuren and Resmed down by one 
percent or more. 



LA TROBE UNIVERSITY, CSIRO 
La Trobe University says it has developed a sensor that can “rapidly track tiny molecular 
changes in blood, paving the way to real-time, personalized medicine”. 
La Trobe said the sensor was developed with the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation (CSIRO) and combined a natural protective coating called lubricin, 
fast-responding receptors and an ultra-sensitive, light-based detection method known as 
surface-enhanced Raman scattering (SERS). 
The University said SERS mimicked the way cell surfaces protected themselves and 
sensed molecules, detecting the antibiotic vancomycin in unprocessed blood samples 
without any loss in sensitivity for more than 10 hours of continuous exposure. 
La Trobe University said other sensors had previously detected vancomycin, but its 
sensor was “100 million times more sensitive, making it the first practical, real-time SERS 
sensor capable of working inside a fluid-like blood”. 
The University said SERS was an optical technique that read molecular changes using 
light but was “susceptible to fouling, or contamination” and to prevent contamination it 
developed a microscopic shield from lubricin, which prevented unwanted material from 
sticking to cell surfaces, with DNA-based receptors called aptamers, which captured 
molecules, within the lubricin layer. 
The University said spin-out company Allesense was in the process of establishing 
clinical-scale manufacturing and the team hoped to prototype an inexpensive, mass-
produced ‘test strip’, similar to a blood-glucose test. 
La Trobe University said the research, titled ‘Ultrasensitive, Real-Time Molecular Sensing 
in Unprocessed Whole Blood Using Surface-Enhanced Raman Scattering Combined with 
Glycocalyx-Mimicking Structures’ was published in ACS Sensors, with the full article 
available at: https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acssensors.6c00192. 
CSIRO research co-leader Dr Mingyu Han said the sensor solved “long-standing 
challenges in sensitivity, response speed and surface fouling, opening the door to real-
time molecular monitoring for personalized medicine.” 
 
 
BREAKTHROUGH VICTORIA, LA TROBE UNIVERSITY 
Breakthrough Victoria says it is investing $500,000 in Deftbiotech to develop a its topical 
Pezadeftide for onychomycosis, a painful fungal nail infection. 
Breakthrough Victoria said Melbourne’s La Trobe University was investing an additional 
$500,000 into Deftbiotech, with the treatment expected to “significantly improve cure rates 
and reduce treatment time compared to current options”. 
The State investment vehicle said Deftbiotech was led by chief executive officer Prof 
Marilyn Anderson and chair Prof Adrienne Clarke, who founded the company with the 
University of Melbourne’s Dr Susan Lachal. 
Breakthrough Victoria said onychomycosis caused nail discoloration, thickening and 
distortion, could lead to serious complications in people living with diabetes or 
compromised immune systems; existing oral treatments were associated with toxic side 
effects and topical treatments had low cure rates, about three percent to 17 percent, and 
required daily application for more than a year. 
Breakthrough Victoria said Deftibiotech’s Pezadeftide was an anti-fungal peptide derived 
from plants and worked “in a completely different way than existing treatments, making it a 
promising option for tackling drug-resistant fungal infections”. 
The organization said Pezadeftide was “a safe, non-toxic, and effective topical” product. 
Breakthrough Victoria chief executive officer Rod Bristow said Deftbiotech was “tackling a 
widespread and under-addressed health issue”. 

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acssensors.6c00192


EBR SYSTEMS 
EBR says it has maiden revenue of $US1,672,000 ($A2,372,000) for the year to 
December 31, 2025, with net loss after tax up 30.4 percent to $US53,192,000 
($A75,489,000). 
Last year, EBR said the US Food and Drug Administration cleared its Wise cardiac 
resynchronization therapy (CRT) for left ventricular endocardial pacing (BD: Apr 14, 2025). 
Today, the company said the first US commercial implants had been completed, with US 
reimbursement allowing a $US63,300 contract price. 
EBR said its increased cost was related to the research and development costs 
associated with its post-approval study, as well as advertising and marketing costs to 
support commercialization and costs including the repayment of insurance premiums. 
The company said diluted loss per share fell 7.7 percent to 12 US cents and it had cash 
and equivalents of $US8,398,000 at December 31, 2025 compared to $6,917,546 at 
December 31, 2024. 
EBR was up one cent or 1.45 percent to 70 cents. 
 
 
SYNTARA (FORMERLY PHARMAXIS) 
Syntara says it has received about $1.7 million from London’s Parkinson's UK following 
dosing of the final patient in its phase II clinical trial of SNT-4728. 
In 2022, the then Pharmaxis said the British charity Parkinson’s UK had granted it GBP2.9 
million ($A4.9 million) to fund a 40-patient phase II study of the then PXS-4728 for rapid 
eye movement sleep behavior disorder (BD: Sep 1, 2022). 
Today, Syntara said SNT-4728 was a potential treatment for neuro-inflammation 
associated with early-stage Parkinson's disease; with rapid eye movement sleep 
behaviour disorder “a condition recognized as one of the strongest known early indicators 
of future Parkinson's disease and related neuro-degenerative disorders”. 
Syntara said top-line results from the trial were expected by July 2026; and it would be 
eligible for a further $450,000 milestone from Parkinson's UK on study completion. 
Syntara was unchanged at three cents. 
 
 
IMMUTEP 
Immutep says it has completed the single-ascending dose portion of its 49-volunteer 
phase I trial of IMP761 for auto-immune diseases, with all dose levels well tolerated. 
Last year, Immutep said it had positive safety and efficacy data from 2.5mg/kg and 
7.0mg/kg doses of IMP761 in the phase I study, with 14mg/kg to go (BD: Jan 18, 2026). 
Today, the company said the placebo-controlled, double-blind, first-in-human, phase I 
study in healthy participants evaluated IMP761, a first-in-class lymphocyte-activation 
gene-3 (LAG-3) agonist antibody for auto-immune diseases, with “no safety concerns or 
dose-limiting toxicities were observed to date”. 
Immutep said the study dosed participants with up-to 14mg/kg and that it would progress 
to the multiple ascending dose portion, evaluating pharmaco-kinetics and safety across 
two dose levels; with the multiple ascending dose to be completed by October 2026. 
Immutep said data would be presented at the European Alliance of Associations for 
Rheumatology annual congress to be held in London, England on June 4, 2026. 
Immutep director Dr Frédéric Triebel said IMP761 showed an “immuno-suppressive effect 
in healthy participants challenged with a foreign antigen in an intra-dermal reaction, with 
durable inhibition of T-cell mediated responses after a single administration”. 
Immutep fell 0.1 cents or 1.9 percent to 5.1 cents with 90.0 million shares traded. 



RACURA ONCOLOGY (FORMERLY RACE ONCOLOGY) 
Racura says it has dosed the third of up to 33 patients with 40mg per square meter 
(mg/m2) of RC220 for solid tumors in its phase I trial, with no adverse events reported. 
Last year, the then Race said it dosed the first patient in its 53-patient, phase I trial of 
RC220 bisantrene with doxorubicin for advanced solid tumors (BD: May 1, 2025). 
In February, the company said it had developed a molecular blood test to assess the 
cardio-protective potential of RC220 bisantrene in the phase I trial (BD: Feb 11, 2026). 
Today, Racura said the third patient was dosed at Hong Kong’s Queen Mary Hospital, 
with no vein inflammation or other adverse events reported. 
The company said dosing of the third patient completed recruitment of the first trial cohort 
and that the safety review committee would review all accumulated safety data collected 
from the three patients. 
Racura said subject to safety review committee review and clearance the trial would 
progress to an 80mg/m2 RC220 dose. 
The company said following interim analysis of data from 33 patients, the optimal dose of 
RC220 with doxorubicin would be assessed in an additional 20 patients in stage two for 
further safety, tolerability and preliminary efficacy signals. 
Racura chief executive officer Dr Daniel Tillett said “the safe dosing of the third patient in 
our RC220 solid tumor trial in Hong Kong and recruitment of the first dose escalation 
cohort is an important milestone”. 
Racura was up 52 cents or 21.85 percent to $2.90 with 809,333 shares traded. 
 
 
 
NEXALIS THERAPEUTICS (FORMERLY INHALERX) 
Nexalis says it has dosed the first of 24 participants in its phase I trial of IRX-616a inhaled 
marijuana for the treatment of panic disorder. 
Last year, the then Inhalerx said Adelaide’s Bellberry had approved its 24-participant, 
randomized, blinded, controlled phase I trial of its synthetic cannabidiol aerosol formulated 
IRX-616a for panic disorder (BD: Aug 28, 2025). 
Today, the company said patients would be enrolled in three dose cohorts, the first safety 
review committee meeting was scheduled for early April to assess suitability of dose 
escalation to the second cohort, with the final participant to be dosed by July 2026. 
Nexalis chief executive officer Darryl Davies said beginning dosing the phase I study was 
“a major milestone”. 
Nexalis was untraded at 2.5 cents. 
 
 
 
NYRADA 
Nyrada says it expects to begin dosing its up-to 100-patient, phase IIa trial of Xolatryp for 
cardio-protection following acute myocardial infarction in April 2026. 
Earlier this year, Nyrada said it had approval to begin its phase IIa trial of Xolatryp in 150 
heart attack patients with myocardial ischemia reperfusion injury, with the trial expected to 
begin in March 2026 (BD: Jan 18, 2026). 
Today, the company said seven hospitals had been selected as initial sites, with site 
opening visits expected this month. 
Nyrada said drug manufacturing had been completed, delivery to its distribution centre 
was expected by April and it would update the market once the first patient was dosed. 
Nyrada fell three cents or 5.6 percent to 50.5 cents. 



LITTLE GREEN PHARMA 
Little Green says it has terminated its contract to sell and lease-back its West Australia 
marijuana production facility and it will continue to own the facility. 
Last month, Little Green said it signed a $7.8 million agreement with Lauana Pty Ltd to sell 
and lease back its Western Australia indoor marijuana factory (BD: Feb 19, 2026). 
Today, the company said the parties “were unable to reach commercial agreement in 
relation to certain matters the subject of conditions precedent in the contract”. 
Little Green said the proposed sale and leaseback would not proceed and the termination 
was not expected to impact its business or operations. 
Little Green fell 0.1 cents or one percent to 9.5 cents. 
 
 
 
CHIMERIC THERAPEUTICS 
Chimeric says its extraordinary general meeting will vote on a 100-to-one consolidation. 
Chimeric said it had 4,418,703,619 shares on issue and following the consolidation would 
have 44,187,037 shares on issue. 
The company said investors would vote to issue convertible notes and warrants, advisor 
options and placement shares and options. 
The meeting will be held online and at Level 3, 62 Lygon Street, Carlton, Victoria on April 
17, 2026 at 11am (AEST). 
Chimeric fell 0.05 cents or 25.0 percent to 0.15 cents with 7.5 million shares traded. 
 
 
 
IMRICOR MEDICAL SYSTEMS 
Imricor says it has more than 2,000 “shareholders of record” at December 31, 2025, 
requiring it to file a Form 10 to the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
Imricor executive chair Steve Wedan said the Form 10 filing requirement in the US “should 
not be interpreted as a US public offering or a move in that direction”. 
“It is simply a regulatory requirement resulting from the size of our shareholder base which 
has continued to grow and is now above the threshold where SEC filing is required,” Mr 
Wedan said. 
Imricor fell four cents or 2.15 percent to $1.82 with two million shares traded. 
 
 
 
AMPLIA THERAPEUTICS 
Amplia has requested a trading halt “pending an announcement regarding clinical trial 
results following a central reading of data”. 
Trading will resume on March 23, 2026, or on an earlier announcement. 
Amplia last traded at 11.25 cents. 
 
 
 
BLINKLAB 
Blinklab has requested a trading halt pending the “release of an announcement regarding 
the country-wide national autism screening program”. 
Trading will resume on March 23, 2026, or on an earlier announcement. 
Blinklab last traded at 83 cents. 



IMMUTEP 
Insignia Financial Ltd says it has reduced its substantial shareholding in Immutep below 
the five percent substantial shareholder threshold. 
The Melbourne-based Insignia said with IOOF Investment Management, MLC 
Investments and Onepath Funds it bought and sold shares between September 23, 2024 
and March 13, 2026, with the single largest sale 63,231,485 shares on March 13 for 
$2,181,323, or 3.45 cents a share. 
Last week, Immutep fell as much as 92.9 percent on news that its up-to 756-patient, 
‘Tacti-004’ phase III trial of ‘efti’ with chemotherapy for first line non-small cell lung cancer 
had been discontinued (BD: Mar 13, 2026). 
 
 
ONCOSIL MEDICAL 
Pengana Capital Group says it has increased its substantial shareholding in Oncosil from 
3,422,619 shares (18.19%) to 6,210,094 shares (20.23%). 
Sydney’s Pengana said with BNP Paribas it bought 2,787,475 shares in a capital raise 
between February 4 and March 13, 2026 for $1,895,483, or 68 cents a share. 
Last month, Oncosil said it had “commitments” to raise $8.0 million at 68 cents a share 
through a $6.0 million placement and an underwritten $2.0 million, one-for-6.4, rights offer 
(BD: Feb 3, 2026). 
Oncosil fell 4.5 cents or 8.65 percent to 47.5 cents. 
 
 
CURVEBEAM A.I. 
Curvebeam says it has appointed US-based Patrick Fisher as an independent non-
executive director, effective immediately. 
Curvebeam said Mr Fisher was an “orthopaedic industry executive with more than two 
decades of leadership experience”, head of biologics and limb reconstruction at Orthofix 
and had previously worked for Stryker and Wright Medical Group. 
The company said Mr Fisher would receive 2,500,000 share rights over three years, and 
be paid $US50,000 ($A71,000) in yearly fees and $US80,000 ($A114,000) in annual 
share right grants. 
Curvebeam fell half a cent or 8.8 percent to 5.2 cents. 
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