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MARKET REPORT 
The Australian stock market fell 0.26 percent on Thursday April 16, 2026, with the 
ASX200 down 23.7 points to 8,955.0 points. Eighteen of the Biotech Daily Top 40 
companies were up, 13 fell and nine traded unchanged. 
 

Starpharma was the best, up six cents or 9.8 percent to 67.5 cents, with 4.2 million shares 
traded; followed by Optiscan, up 9.1 percent to 12 cents, with 162,647 shares traded. 
Botanix, Lumos and Pro Medicus climbed more than eight percent; Actinogen was up 5.1 
percent; Immutep and Paradigm were up more than four percent; Imugene and Mesoblast 
improved more than three percent; Medical Developments rose 2.6 percent; 4D Medical, 
Aroa, Clarity, Clinuvel, Compumedics, Cynata and Telix were up more than one percent; 
with Micro-X up by 0.9 percent. 
 

Curvebeam led the falls, down 0.6 cents or 8.7 percent to 6.3 cents, with 282,007 shares 
traded. Impedimed lost 6.7 percent; Cyclopharm and Orthocell were down more than five 
percent; Avita fell 4.9 percent; Amplia lost 3.0 percent; Imricor, Polynovo, Proteomics and 
Resmed shed two percent or more; Cochlear, CSL, EBR and Syntara were down more 
than one percent; with Nanosonics and Neuren down by less than one percent. 



BLINKLAB 
Blinklab says it has commitments to raise $17.5 million at 65 cents a share to fund an 
ongoing registrational trial of its Dx1 smartphone application for autism diagnosis. 
Blinklab said the issue price was a 15.3 percent discount to the 15-day volume weighted 
average price and a 17.2 percent discount to the last traded price. 
The company said its directors and management had applied for $200,000 of the 
placement, subject to shareholder approval. 
Blinklab said the funds would be used for its US Food and Drug Administration 510(k) 
registrational trial of Dx1, as well as European approval processes, the opening of a 
second study in the US for its Dx2 for attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) test 
and additional working capital. 
The company said Morgans Corporate, Westar Capital and Alpine Capital were joint lead 
managers to the placement. 
Blinklab managing-director Dr Henk-Jan Boele said the capital raise was “another major 
milestone for Blinklab”. 
“With this funding, we are now well positioned to complete our pivotal US study and 
progress toward FDA approval, while also advancing our European regulatory strategy,” 
Dr Boele said. 
Blinklab fell 3.5 cents or 4.5 percent to 75 cents. 
 
 
NEURIZON THERAPEUTICS (FORMERLY PHARMAUST) 
Neurizon says it has placed $2,657,000 of its $11,264,608 entitlement offer shortfall, 
taking the total raised in the offer to $8,537,697. 
In January, Neurizon said it had raised $5,880,697 at 8.0 cents a share of a hoped-for 
$17,145,305 in its two-for-five rights offer (BD: Jan 27, 2026). 
Today, the company said the shortfall shares would be issued at the same subscription 
price as the entitlement offer. 
Neurizon said the funds provided “additional financial flexibility to advance clinical 
development and commercialization initiatives associated with lead asset, NUZ-001, and 
for working capital”. 
The company said it remained “focused on disciplined execution across its clinical, 
regulatory and corporate priorities, as it advances NUZ-001 through phase II/III clinical 
development and towards near-term milestones”. 
Neurizon fell 0.3 cents or 3.4 percent to 8.6 cents. 
 
 
AVITA MEDICAL 
Avita says founder Prof Fiona Wood has been awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by 
the American Burn Association for her contributions to burn care, research and education. 
American Burn Association (ABA) president Dr Jeffrey Carter said Prof Wood not only had 
“a remarkable legacy of achievement but also personifies the finest values of the ABA”. 
Dr Carter said Prof Wood’s work had “transformed the way we think about burn care, 
demonstrating what is possible when innovation is driven by purpose”. 
“Prof Wood’s impact will be felt for generations of patients and clinicians, and we are 
proud to recognize her as one of the leaders who has shaped modern burn care,” Dr 
Carter said. 
Avita said Prof Wood was presented the award during a ceremony at the American Burn 
Association 2026 annual meeting held from April 14 to 17, 2026 in Orlando, Florida. 
Avita fell 7.5 cents or 4.9 percent to $1.45. 



QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY 
The Queensland University of Technology says it has used artificial intelligence (A.I.) to 
produce “tiny ‘smart’ proteins” for use in medical and environmental bio-sensors. 
The Queensland University of Technology said the project opened “the way to a new 
generation of low-cost biosensors for medicine, environmental monitoring and 
biotechnology”. 
The University said researchers used machine learning-designed binding proteins as 
artificial receptors and connected them to enzymes that produced a measurable output, 
including color changes, light emission and electrical signals “making the switches suitable 
for different types of sensing technologies”. 
QUT said the research showed that the switches “could operate in living cells, an 
important step towards future synthetic biology applications”. 
The University said the technology could support “portable diagnostic devices, 
environmental sensing systems and engineered cells that responded intelligently to 
chemical signals”. 
Queensland University of Technology said the research, titled ‘Artificial allosteric protein 
switches with machine learning-designed receptors’ was published in Nature 
Biotechnology at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41587-026-03081-9. 
Lead study author Prof Kirill Alexandrov said the study showed “that A.I.-designed 
proteins can be turned into effective molecular switches, greatly expanding what protein 
engineers can build”. 
“It was widely believed that sensing proteins had to undergo large shape changes to 
function as switches,” Prof Alexandrov said. “We found that these artificial receptors do 
not need a dramatic structural rearrangement.” 
“Instead, binding of the target molecule subtly changes how the protein moves, and that is 
enough to turn activity on,” Prof Alexandrov said. 
 
 
ROYAL MELBOURNE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
The Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) says it has developed a rapid color-
changing test that can distinguish different strains of ‘golden staph’ infections. 
RMIT said golden staph, or staphylococcus aureus, was a “major human pathogen and 
[was] a leading cause of infection-related deaths globally, with more than a million 
fatalities each year”. 
The Institute said the test used “tiny gold particles that behave like artificial enzymes 
(nanozymes) combined with short DNA molecular binders to create color ‘fingerprints’ 
unique to each strain”. 
RMIT said the fingerprints could “help separate high-risk strains from others and inform 
next steps of care”, including whether a strain carried markers associated with increased 
virulence and antibiotic resistance. 
The Institute said the research was conducted with the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, India’s National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research and 
Western Sydney University. 
RMIT said the technology was “a rapid, low-cost screening tool that could complement 
culture and PCR-based tests” and be modified to identify strains of other pathogens. 
The Institute said its Sir Ian Potter Nano-biosensing Facility was partnering with Nexsen 
for the development of the test in clinical, veterinary and biosecurity diagnosis. 
RMIT said the researchers tested the sensor in simulated wound fluid spiked with different 
‘golden staph’ strains, with the sensor producing “comparable strain fingerprints in 
simulated wound fluid and showed stronger and faster responses in some cases”. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41587-026-03081-9


UNIVERSITY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST 
The University of the Sunshine Coast says a compound from Australian bees used to seal 
their hives may help stop scarring in human skin after surgery, injury and burns. 
Queensland’s University of the Sunshine Coast said that the laboratory finding had 
“immense potential for future applications in people with scarring ranging from shallow and 
cosmetic to deep and debilitating, known as hypertrophic”. 
The University said the compound was found in propolis produced by the native stingless 
bee Tetragonula carbonaria, a black insect up to four millimetres long, and that propolis 
was a sticky mix of plant resins, beeswax, essential oils and pollen. 
The University of the Sunshine Coast said researchers extracted the compound, called 
tomentosenol A, and injected it into human cells grown in culture plates, with early results 
“promising enough to proceed to pre-clinical trials”. 
The University said the research was supported by the Lucas’ Papaw Foundation with 
funding from a $360,000 Advance Queensland Industry Research Fellowship grant. 
The University said the research, titled ‘Defining signalling pathways to characterise a 
novel anti-fibrotic agent’ was available at: https://doi.org/10.25907/00980. 
 
 
AUDEARA 
Audeara says it will distribute China’s Shokz Health Openlearn assistive listening system 
for Australian schools. 
Audeara said that the Shenzhen, China-based Shokz Health Global had developed and 
produced the Openlearn assistive listening system. 
The company said that the bone conduction audio technology was a “pioneer of open-ear 
listening devices”. 
Audeara said Shokz would develop a customized product for Australian classrooms, 
which would be marketed as the Openlearn Small. 
The company Audeara said the product was “based on feedback from Audeara including 
functionality, size and audio tuning parameters suited for … Australian education”. 
Audeara said Shokz would “undertake the product customization and manufacturing 
based on these agreed requirements”. 
The company Audeara said the developed Openlearn hearing product would be used in 
educational settings and that it expected to place first orders for the product later in 2026 
following initial customer orders. 
Audeara said that the agreement was “a significant step in establishing a scalable 
commercial pathway through fully-funded state and national government programs and 
charitable channels addressing a significant unmet need in listening and learning”. 
The company said that in Australia up-to about 600,000 school-aged children had 
experienced functional listening challenges, which were often linked to fluctuating hearing 
loss and that these challenges could “significantly impact learning, participation, and long-
term outcomes”. 
Audeara managing-director Dr James Fielding said the agreement was “about helping 
people access sound in environments where it matters most”. 
“This agreement allows us to deliver at scale through fully-funded programs, with a 
solution shaped by Audeara’s listening expertise and validated in real-world 
environments,” Dr Fielding said. 
“Importantly, it demonstrates that solving meaningful problems can also create a scalable 
and sustainable commercial pathway,” Dr Fielding said. 
Audeara was unchanged at 5.7 cents. 
 

https://doi.org/10.25907/00980


BOTANIX PHARMACEUTICALS 
Botanix says the Mumbai, India-based Piramal Pharma Solutions Riverview will 
manufacture and supply sofpironium bromide. 
Botanix said Piramal would begin development services and be an alternate supplier of 
sofpironium bromide, the active ingredient in its Sofdra for excessive sweating. 
Last month, the company said it had amended its sofpironium bromide supply agreement 
with Kaken Pharmaceutical to reschedule two purchases (BD: Mar 30, 2026). 
Today, Botanix said the technical transfer to Piramal would begin immediately and the 
parties would negotiate a definitive commercial supply agreement. 
The company said establishing an alternate supplier would de-risk the supply chain and 
was expected to provide a potential reduction in cost of goods and increase gross profit. 
Botanix was up 0.3 cents or 8.3 percent to 3.9 cents with 190.5 million shares traded. 
 
 
RADIOPHARM THERANOSTICS 
Radiopharm says it has dosed all 30 patients in its US, phase IIb trial of RAD101 for 
imaging confirmed recurrent brain metastases from solid tumors. 
Last year, Radiopharm said it imaged the first of 30 patients in its phase IIb trial of 
RAD101, or fluorine-18 (18F)-pivalate, for brain metastasis; and later, said it had US Food 
and Drug Administration fast track designation for it (BD: Apr 28, Jun 11, 2025). 
Today, Radiopharm said clinical data readout on the primary endpoint was expected in 
June 2026, with plans to open a phase III trial in the US. 
Radiopharm managing-director Riccardo Canevari said dosing the final patient in the 
company’s most advanced diagnostic program was “an important milestone”. 
Radiopharm fell 0.1 cents or 4.8 percent to two cents with 8.35 million shares traded. 
 
 
TRUSCREEN 
Truscreen says it has submitted three proposals to conduct screening programs using its 
portable opto-electronic cervical cancer screening technology in 14 countries. 
Truscreen said funding for the programs would be up-to $US57.3 million ($A79.7 million) 
over a three-year period, with the potential revenue as the consortium lead of up-to 
$US18.4 million ($A25.6 million), subject to proposal approval. 
The company said the proposals responded to a World Health Organisation (W.H.O.) call 
to accelerate cervical cancer elimination through prevention in low-and-middle income 
countries. 
Truscreen said its first proposal was for a 36-month, sub-Saharan Africa scale-up program 
for the screening of 500,000 women using 270 of its artificial intelligence (A.I.)-enabled 
screening devices in Zimbabwe, South Africa, Eswatini, Rwanda, Nigeria and Kenya. 
The company said the second proposal was for an African screen-and-treat program to be 
conducted in the same six African countries as the scale-up program, screening 400,000 
women and treating up-to 90 percent of those eligible. 
Truscreen said the third proposal was for an Asia-Pacific and Latin America program 
which would screen more than 650,000 women over four years in China, India, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Uzbekistan, Mexico, Malaysia and Thailand. 
Truscreen chair Tony Ho said its point-of-care portable A.I. technology was “purpose-built 
for the settings where cervical cancer kills most, where there are no laboratories, no 
pathologists, and no second visit”. 
Truscreen was unchanged at 1.3 cents. 
 



PATRYS 
Patrys has requested a trading halt “pending an announcement regarding a proposed 
capital raising”. 
Trading will resume on April 20, 2026, or on an earlier announcement. 
Patrys last traded at 2.6 cents. 
 
 
BOTANIX PHARMACEUTICALS 
Melbourne’s Chester Asset Management Pty Ltd says with Rob Tucker it has ceased its 
substantial shareholding in Botanix. 
Chester Asset said that it bought 32,246,664 shares in April for $1,934,800, or six cents a 
share, sold 8,000,000 shares in March for $320,048, or four cents a share and sold a 
further 34,473,591 shares in April for $1,317,145, or 3.8 cents a share. 
Earlier this month, Chester Asset said it had reduced its holding in Botanix to 135,277,081 
shares, or 6.10 percent (BD: Apr 1, 2026). 
According to its most recent filing, Botanix had 2,636,769,487 shares on issue, meaning 
that Chester Asset retained about 4.7 percent of the company. 
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